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The Female Role in the Hakka Funeral
Ceremonies in Liudui of Southern Taiwan

Chun-chun Cheng™
Professor, Graduate Institute of Hakka Cultural Industry, National Pingtung

University of Science and Technology

In traditional society, weddings and funeral ceremonies are the main
rituals of the human life cycle, in which the relationships between the rights
and obligations among the relatives are built. With the rituals in mourning
clothes and ancestor worship becoming less strict in modern times, Hakka fu-
nerals including burials traditionally allow the participation of female family
members, which has established a way to adapt to family ethics in a society
with sub-replacement fertility. The roadside worship, which combines blood
relatives with the relatives by marriage, can further build up the more delicate
relations among the relatives, which serves the purpose of social education by

integrating faith with ethical morality.
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